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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Earby 
Urban  District  Council, 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  vou  mv  Report  for 

1937. 

SECTION  “ A.” 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres) 3,519 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of 

Resident  Population  for  1937  ...  4,818 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of 

1937)  according  to  Rate.  Book  ...  1,559 

Rateable  Value £25,444 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  £98  1 10 
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Social  Conditions. 

The  majority  of  the  residents  find  employment  in 
cotton  weaving  sheds  which  are  all  occupied  and  running 
when  work  is  available.  Unfortunately  trade  conditions 
have  not  kept  up,  with  the  result  that  there  is  a good 
amount  of  unemployment  to  he  noted.  A number  of 
residents  hnd  employment  in  works  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood. 

In  outlying  districts,  farming  of  the.  dairy  type  is 
carried  on,  and  there  is  a regular  demand  for  milk  and 
other  farm  products  within  the  district,  while  a proportion 
of  the  milk  is  sent  to  dairies  and  institutions  in  the  sur- 
rounding larger  towns. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Live  Births 


Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate 


Total.  Male.  Female. 

38  16  22 
2 1 1 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  Estimated  Resident 
Population  


8.2 


Still  Births 


Total.  Male.  Female. 
8 4 4 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

Total. 

Deaths  65 


166.6 

Male.  Female. 

32  33 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Estimated 
Population  


Resident 


13.4 
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Of  the  deaths,  15  were  transfera])le  deaths  occurring 
outside  the  district,  and  of  the  births,  17  were  transferred 
to  the  district  from  Maternity  Homes,  etc.,  outside. 

For  comparison,  the  Estimated  Birth  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1937,  was  14.9,  and  the  Death 
Rate,  12.4. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes: 

Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ...  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births  ...  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  vear  of  a^e  : 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 50 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  50 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 


births  

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

8 

(5  male,  3 female) 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages) 

Nil 

• ,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years  of  age) 

Nil 

There  was  no  noteworthy  cause  of  sickness  or 
invalidity  during  the  year  and  there  was  no  evidence  that 
unemployment  had  exercised  any  significant  influence  on 
the  health  or  physique  of  children  or  adults. 
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SECTION  “ B.” 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

1.  Public  Health  Officers. 

(a)  Medical.  One  part-time  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  who  is  also  Medical  Officer  for  the 
Child  Welfare  and  Maternity  Clinic  in  the 
District. 

A District  Tuberculosis  Officer  attends 
weekly  at  Barnoldswick  for  consultation  and 
visits  cases  at  their  own  homes  when  unfit  to 
attend  the  Dispensary. 

Venereal  Clinics  are  available  at  Burnley 
and  Keighley  on  specified  days.  A Public 
Assistance  Medical  Officer  is  resident  in  the 
District  and  he  acts  as  Public  Vaccinator. 

(h)  Others.  A whole-time  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
provided  for  the  District  and  he  is  also  Meat 
& Food  Inspector  and  the  Officer  designated 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations. 

One  Health  Visitor  is  provided  by  the  County 
and  works  in  coital loration  with  the  Medical 
Officers  for  Schools  and  Child  Welfare. 

Veterinary  Inspection  and  Public  Analysis 
are  provided  by  the  County. 

2. — Nursing  in  the  Home.— None  provided. 


3. — Midwives. — One  resident  in  the  District. 
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4.  — Laboratory  Facilities  are  provided  liy  the  County. 

5. — Hospitals. 

(a)  General.  Hurnley  Victoria  Hospital  and  Leeds 
Royal  Infirmary  take  cases  requiring  hospital 
treatment.  Eai',  Nose,  Throat,  and  Eye  cases 
obtain  treatment  at  Bradford  and  Burnley. 
There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
treatment  and  no  instance  of  undue  waiting 
has  been  noted. 

(bj  Fever  Hospitals.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
are  taken  by  arrangement  with  Skipton 
Isolation  Hospital.  One  case  of  Diphtheria 
only  required  removal  for  treatment  at 
Skipton. 

(c)  Small  Pox.  Arrangements  with  Colne  Small 

Pox  Hospital  will  have  to  be  revised  in  the 
near  future. 

(d)  Maternity  Hospitals.  Colne  and  Skipton. 

(e)  Tuberculosis.  Sanatoria  are  provided  by  the 

County  at  Morton  Banks,  Keighley;  Middleton, 
Ilkley;  and  other  institutions. 


0. — Ambulance  Facilities.  A motor  ambulance  is  avail- 
able for  transporting  cases  to  the  several  hospitals, 
and  infectious  cases  are  removed  by  the  hospital 
giving  treatment.  This  arrangement  has  proved 
adequate  throughout  the  year. 
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7. — Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres.  The  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  is  held  one  afternoon  per  week,  and  the  Acting 
School  Nurse  gives  any  necessary  treatment  to 
schoolchildren  during  the  morning  of  the  same  day. 
The  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer  attends  every  first 
and  third  Wednesday  during  the  month,  and  sees 
all  cases  referred  hv  the  School  Nurse  and  Health 
Vdsitor.  An  Ante-natal  Clinic  is  held  once  monthly. 


8.— A Mortuary  is  available  and  is  situated  conveniently 
in  the  Council  Yard.  Fumigation  and  Disinfection 
are  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  at  infected 
homes. 


SECTION  “ G.” 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1. — (a)  Water. 

No  new  supply  has  been  taken  in  during 
the  year  nor  has  there  been  any  important 
extension  of  mains.  A Chlorinating  Plant  has 
been  laid  down  and  is  regularly  in  use. 

The  Supply  of  Water  has  been  satisfactory, 
both  as  to  quality  and  quantity.  The  water 
has  been  controlled  by  regular  bacteriological 
examinations  throughout  the  year,  and 
periodical  chemical  analvsis  is  made. 
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Meteorological  Returns — Rainfall. 


Month. 

Depth  in 

Inches. 

No.  of  days  on 
which  rain  fell. 

January 

3.53 

...  22 

February 

5.79 

...  20 

March 

2.06 

...  19 

April  

2.61 

...  16 

May 

1.97 

...  12 

June 

1.76 

...  14 

July 

2.01 

...  11 

August 

1.70 

...  11 

September 

1.14 

...  15 

October 

1.75 

...  11 

Noy  ember 

1.46 

...  9 

December 

1.46 

...  16 

Monthly  Ayerage 

2.36 

Heayiest  rainfall  for  one  month — February 

5.79 

Heayiest  rainfall  for 

one  day — February  25th 

1.29 

Lowest  rainfall  for 

one  month — September 

1.14 

(1))  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

A complete  system  is  in  operation  in  the 
District  and  there  has  lieen  no  necessity  for 
extension.  The  system  has  acted  efficiently 
during  the  year  and  the  reduction  of  flooding 
in  low  lying  areas  has  enabled  the  drains  to 
keep  on  top  of  their  work. 

All  sewers  are  regularly  inspected  and 
flushing  IS  performed  during  dry  weather. 

2. — IliyERS  AND  Streams  are  under  the  control  of  the  Riyers 
Board  and  no  action  has  been  necessary  to 

t. 

check  pollution  during  the  year. 
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3. — (a)  Closet  Accommodation. 

A water  carriage  system  is  in  existence  for 
Earbv  and  Kelbrook.  Water  closets  are  en- 
forced  for  all  new  buildings.  Privy  middens 
and  pail  closets  are  in  use  at  outlying  districts 
and  farms,  and  these  are  emptied  regularly 
and  the  materials  disposed  of. 

Approximate  numlier  of  Closets  at  the  end 
of  1937:  — 

l^ail  Closets ...  35 

Privies  with  Covered  Middens  ...  ...  46 

Clean  Water  Closets  223 

Waste  Water  Closets  ...  1536 

(b)  Public  Cleansing. 

Control  of  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  is 
now  placed  with  the  KSanitary  Inspector.  This 
is  carried  out  hy  the  Council  Staff  efficiently 
at  frequent  intervals.  During  the  year 
approximately  130  aslqiits  have  l)een  aliolished 
and  replaced  by  liins. 

(c)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  area  is  regularly  carried 

out  and  Defects  and  Nuisances  are  dealt  with 
hy  orders  for  prompt  removal. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  is  given  in 
detail  at  the  end  of  this  Report  and  deals  fully 
with  all  Sanitary  matters,  Smoke  Abatement, 
etc. 


(d)  Shops. 

Regular  inspection  is  carried  out  and  Defects 
in  four  have  been  made  good  during  the  year. 
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(e)  Factories  and  Workshops. 

Defects  found  during  the  year  numbered 
nine  and  all  were  remedied. 

(f)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Regular  observations  have  been  taken  and 
Industry  has  collaborated  with  the  Sanitary 
Authority  in  keeping  smoke  emission  within 
bounds. 

(g)  Fradication  of  Red  Rugs. 

During  the  year  four  houses  were  found  to 
be  infested  and  all  were,  disinfested  bv  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  with  Sulphur  and 
Insectide. 


4. — Schools. 

Schools  have  been  visited  frequently  and 
Sanitary  arrangements  and  Water  Supply 
have  been  found  good.  There,  has  been  good 
attendance  of  school  children  during  the  year. 
Tn  Fe])ruary  the  Infant  Department  of  one 
School  was  closed  for  a few  days  owing  to  the 
greatly  reduced  atte.ndance  during  the 
influenza  epidemic. 


SECTION  “ D.” 

Housing. 

Housing  conditions  are  moderately  good  throughout 
the  district  and  no  overcrowding  was  to  be  found.  Build- 
ing activity  has  been  negligilde  during  the  year  and  there 
is  no  shortage,  of  houses. 
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Housing  Statistics. 

1.  — ^Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  During  the  Year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  in- 

spected for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  18 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  133 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above),  which 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  18 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  133 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  needing 

further  action  16 

(a)  Number  considered  to  he  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
he  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  2 

(h)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head 
(3)  (a)  above)  found  not  to  he  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  14 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  without  Service 

OF  Formal  Notices. 

No.  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers 
Outstanding  from  1936  rendered  fit 


9 

53 
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1. — Action  under  Statutory  I’owers  during  the  Year. 

A.  [Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  IG 
Housing  Act,  i93G. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice.  Nil 

(a)  By  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  L ^ocal  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  Nil 

(a)  By  owners Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  Nil 

G.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  No.  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in 

respect  of  dwellinghouses  unfit  for 
haliitation  

(2)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 


2 
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(3)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in 
respect  of  which  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

4.  — Unhealthy  Areas. 

Areas  declared  Clearance  Areas  during  the 

vear  1937  Nil 

5.  — Number  of  New  Houses  Urected  During  1937. 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  ...  1 

Total  ...  1 

6. — Housing  Conditions. 

(1)  Total  numlier  of  houses  in  the  district  ...  1611 

(2)  No.  of  working-class  houses  included  in 

the  above  1258 

(3)  General  observations  as  to  housing  con- 
ditions, overcrowding,  and  shortage  of 
houses: — Housing  conditions  fair;  no 
overcrowding;  no  shortage  of  houses. 

(4)  Special  activity  in  house  liuilding  ...  ...  None 

(5)  Housing  schemes  projected  bv  Local 

Authoritv  None 
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(G)  Regulations  made  in  respect  of  under- 
gTound  sleeping  rooms  under  Section  12, 
Rousing  Act,  1936  None 

7. — Town  Planning. 

(1)  Is  the  Council  a memlier  of  any  Regional  Town 
Planning  Committee — The  North  East  Lanca- 
shire (Region  No.  2)  Joint  Town  Planning  Com- 
mittee. 

(2)  Is  a Town  Planning  Scheme  in  force. — Yes. 
Draft  scheme  to  he  placed  on  deposit  within  the 
next  three  or  four  months. 

S.^-Name  and  Address  of  Officer  designated  to  make 
Inspections  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations. 

HARRY  EATOUGH, 

Council  Offices, 

Earby. 

9.  — Action  taken  to  improve  housing  conditions  of  tuber- 

culous families  in  the  Disti'ict,  either  bv  wav  of  build- 
ing  new  or  special  houses,  or  the  granting  of  special 
facilities  for  such  families  to  he  housed — None. 

10.  — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  4— Overcrowding. 


(a) 

(1) 

' 7 _ 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 
the  end  of  the  vear  

Nil 

(2) 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ... 

Nil 

(3) 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 

Nil 

(!•) 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
reported  during  the  year 

None 
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(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year None 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  None. 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have,  taken  steps  for  the 
almtement  of  overcrowding — None  Known. 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to 

overcrowding  conditions  upon  which 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  con- 
sider it  desirable,  to  report  None 


SECTION  “ E.” 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  is  an  abundant  supply  of  milk,  and  the  f{uality 
and  distriljution  was  goo(].  Milk  sent  outside  the  district 
is  supervised  l)y  the  authorities  of  the  receiving  district. 
The  general  condition  of  cowsheds  continues  to  show 
improvement,  and  veterinary  inspections  made  throughout 
the  year  have  revealed  few  defects.  Samples  of  milk  have 
been  examined  for  bacterial  content  at  regulai*  intervals, 
and  the  administration  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order, 
1926,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1923  and 
1936,  have  been  carried  out.  There  are  only  three 
Accredited  Milk  Producers  in  the  District. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Inspections  are  made  and  any  defects  in  handling  or 
in  storage  have  been  pointed  out.  Orders  for  destruction 
of  unsound  material  are  made  when  necessary. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle,  ex- 
cluding Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

(if  known’ 

224 

5 

1 

1081 

154 

Number  inspected 

224 

5 

1 

1081 

154 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 
Whole  carcases 

condemned 

— 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

9 

2 

— 

2 

3 

l^ercentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis- 
eases other  than 
tuberculosis 

4% 

407o 

— 

00 

r 

2.6% 

Tuberculosis  only 
Wdiole  carcases 

condemned 

2 

— 

— 

1 

I 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

tuberculosis 

2.2% 

— 

— 

1.3% 
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(c)  Adulteration,  etc. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs 
(Adulteration)  Acts,  and  no  facilities  for  the  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  of  food  exist  within  the 
district. 

(d)  Nutrition. 

No  action  has  been  taken  with  a view  to  increased 
education  of  the  public  on  food  nutrition. 


SECTION  “ F.” 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 


The  numlier  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  under 
the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Acts  was:  — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Frysipelas 
Pneumonia 


1 

i 


8 

7 


The  Diphtheria  case  was  sent  for  treatment  to  Isolation 
Plospital.  Other  infectious  cases  were  treated  at  their 
homes. 


Chicken-pox  and  a few  cases  of  measles  were  noted 
throughout  the  year,  and  the  influenza  epidemic  was 
moderately  severe  but  of  short  duration. 

Seven  notifications  of  pneumonia  were  made  and 
notification  is  improving  with  regard  to  this  disease. 
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Table  of  Notifiable  Diseases  During  1937. 


Total  Cases 

Cases  Admitted 

Total 

Notified. 

to  llosjjital. 

Deaths. 

Small  Pox 

...  Nil 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

. . . — 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 
Other  diseases 

7 

... 

9 

...  ^ 

generally  notifial)le  3 erysipelas  — 

— 

Prevention  of 

Blindness. 

No  cases  of 

Blind  ness  or 

Disease  of  the 

Eves  were 

recordci)  during-  tlio  year. 

Tuberculoses. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  Pnlilic  Health 

t' 

(Prevention  of  Tulierculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under 
Sections  of  Public  Health  Acts,  1925  and  1936. 

New  cases  and  mortality  during  1937  w^ere  ; — 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

1 Period 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respirator  y 

1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

5 

I 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- — - 

35 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

t5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65 

& upwards 

— 

— 

— 

. 

— 

— 

'Totals 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

— 

1 
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The  Sanitary  Staff  has  carried  out  its  work  efficiently 
during  the  year,  and  I appreciate  the  help  and  co-operation 
given  me  by  the  Members. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  ol)edient  Servant, 

A I . GX  A N 1 ) \<]R  FA  LC  0 N FR , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  y\nnual  Report 
for  1937. 


Summary  of  Work  Done  in  the  Department. 


Visits  to  : — 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

Infectious  Diseases  

Offensive  Trades  

Slaughterhouses  

Butchers’  Shops  and  Foofl  Premises 

Factories  and  Workshops  

Bakehouses  

Schools  

Verminous  Premises 


24S 

15 

IG 

158 

12G 

40 

41 
17 
22 


21 


Shops  (Shops  Act,  1934)  IT 

Refuse  Tips  31 

Ash-pit  Conversions  ...  236 

Stable  Middens T 

Market  •••  •••  ^ 

Closet  Convei'sions  f 

Caravans 2 

Ihctnre  Theatre  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

Dwelling  Houses  : — 

Under  lhd)lic  Health  Act  (including  re-visits)  ...  186 

lender  Housing  Act  (including  re-visits)  ...  133 

Drain  Testing  and  Tracing  ...  60 

Water  Samples  Taken  ...  1 

Milk  Sarniiles  Taken 23 

Disinfections  5 

Smoke  Observations  50 

Miscellaneous  Visits  and  Inspections  ...  ...  4 

Rent  Collections  39 

Inter /ievvs  with  Owners,  Agents  or  Contractors  ...  106 

Complaints  recei\ed  80 

Informal  Notices,  Ihd)lic  Health  Acts  20 

Number  of  Nuisances  during  1937  ...  88 

,,  ,,  ,,  outstanding,  31st  Dec.,  1936  4 

,,  ,,  ,,  abated  during  1937  85 

,,  ,,  carried  forward  to  1938  7 

Summary  of  Defects  Found  Under  the  Public  Health 

and  Housing  Acts. 

« 

Defective  Ashpits  and  Ashbins  9 

,,  Eaves  and  Downspouts  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  Tippers  5 

,,  Fireplaces,  Chimneys  and  Flues  9 

,,  Skylights  1 
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,,  lluufs  and  Gutters  

,,  Window  Boards  and  Frames 

,,  Floors,  Flag  and  Wood  

,,  Wall  Pointing  

,,  Wall  and  Ceiling  Plaster  

,,  Slopstones  and  Waste  Pipes 

,,  Doors,  Casings  and  Fasteners 

,,  Stairs  Treads,  Hand  and  Protecting  Bails 

,,  Closet  Seats  

,,  W'oodwork  

Blocked  Closets  

Blocked  or  Defective  Sewers,  Drains  and  Cullies 

Accumulations  of  Bul)bish  or  Manure 

Damp  Walls,  Floors  and  Ceilings  

Closets  without  adequate  Flush 

Absence  of  proper  Food  Store  ...  

Absence  of  external  Goal  Store  ...  

Windows  not  made  to  open  

New  Ceilings  required  

Dilapidated  Closets  and  Coal  Houses  

Houses  with  rear  access  

Dirty  or  Verminous  Premises  


3 


18 

13 

2 


3 


3 
5 

4 
2 

1 

27 

17 

10 

19 


3 

11 

19 

o 

6 

10 

3 


Nightsoil  Removal. 

35  pails  and  four  privy  middens  in  the  Urban  District 
are  removed  at  a cost  on  the  rates.  Others  on  premises 
not  easy  of  access  (mostly  farms)  are  removed  by  the 
occupiers.  Eleven  of  these  pails  are  situated  in  the  Earby 
Section  of  the  District.  There  is  only  one  which  is  capal)]e 
of  conversion  ,and  it  is  to  be  converted  during  the  early 
months  of  1938. 
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III  the  Kellirook  Section  tliere  are  three  privy  middens 
and  24  pails.  The  greater  part  are  on  farms  and  ontlying 
cottages.  The  ])ails  in  the  Marhy  Section  are  removed 
weekly,  and  in  the  Kelbrook  Section  every  fourteen  days. 


Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal. 

Domestic  Refuse  is  removed  hy  the  Council  Staff, 
under  the  su])ervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  except 
refuse  from  outlying  farms  and  cottages,  which  is  collected 
under  contract. 

Most  of  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  hy  ccntrolled  tipping, 
whilst  a small  proportion  is  hairnt  in  the  destructor  plant. 

The  system  of  collection  in  open  box  carts  is  not  satis- 
factory from  a hygienic  standpoint,  and  the  time  must  be 
looked  forward  to  when  covered  lorries  will  be  used  to 
prevent  dust  l)lowing  about  in  bad  weather. 

At  the  present  time,  the  collection  of  ashpits  is  under- 
taken on  two  whole  days  per  week,  which  gives  a clearing 
of  all  ashpits  at  least  once  in  six  weeks.  Dust  bins,  which 
I am  glad  to  say  are  in  increasing  numbers,  are  emptied 
once  in  two  weeks. 

Household  Refuse  from  the  Kelbrook  District  is  now 
moved  every  fortnight,  due  to  the  fact  that  almost  every 
house  has  a dust  bin,  the  ashpits  having  been  abolished  by 
an  assisted  scheme,  introduced  by  the  Council  in  April. 
Motor  transport  is  used  entirely  in  this  District,  on  account 
of  the  long  haul  to  the  tip. 

A number  of  test  weighings  are  taken  each  month  to 
ascertain  the  average  weight  per  load.  The  total  weight 
removed,  as  near  as  can  he  ascertained,  is  928  tons  in 
1,126  cart  loads,  and  114  motor  loads. 
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The  following  statement 

shows  the  cost 

of 

collection 

and  disposal,  in  Earby  and 

Kelbrook,  for 

the 

year  ended 

December  31st,  1937. 

Collection — 

£ 

S. 

d. 

Wages  

80 

15 

2 

Haulage  

190 

12 

8 

Weighs  

2 

19 

8 

£280 

7 

0 

Disposal — 

Expenditure 

178 

13 

9 

Income  

41 

7 

0 

Balance  (Net  Cost) 

137 

0 

3 

For  Kelbrook  Outward,  25  loads  were  removed, 
weighing  in  all  13  tons,  at  a cost  of  ,£5. 


Milk  Supply. 

The  number  of  cowkeepers  on  the  register  is  as 


follows  : — 

Cowkeepers,  Wholesale  and  Retail  Purveyors  ...  0 

,,  and  Retail  Purveyors  ...  ...  ...  12 

,,  and  Wholesalers  13 

,,  and  Retail  Purveyors  (also  Butter)  ...  2 

,,  and  Wholesalers  (also  Butter)  ...  5 

,,  and  Butterrnakers  ...  8 


40 
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llotail  Purveyors  only 10 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  Dealers  licence 
to  sell  milk  as  “ Pasteurised  ” 6 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  Dealers  licence 
to  sell  milk  as  Tuberculin  Tested  ” ...  ...  2 

241  Visits  were  made  to  the  above  premises;  100  of 
tliese  visits  were  made  along  with  Mr.  A.  Gruikshank, 
M.ll.C.V.S.,  Assistant  \Tterinary  Inspector  to  the  West 
Riding  Gounty  Gouncib  Mr.  Gruikshank  took  five  samples 
of  milk  and  two  of  expectorate.  In  one  sample  of  milk, 
tubercle  bacilli  was  demonstrated,  and  the  cow  responsible 
was  slaughtered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Order.  Six  cows,  reported  by  their  owners,  and  found  to 
l)e  suffering  from  scheduled  foi'ins  of  tuberculosis,  have 
also  been  slaughtered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Order. 

Twenty-three  samples  of  milk  were  taken,  five  of 
which  were  unsatisfactory.  New  technique  was  introduced 
for  the  testing  of  milk  samples  during  1937.  Samples  arc 
now  despatched  without  any  ice  packing,  and  the 
Methyline  Rlue  test  is  applied.  The  test  ai)plied  to  Raw 
milks  is  similar  to  the  one  for  Accredited  milks,  and  there- 
fore, a high  standard  of  cleanliness  is  reached  by  satisfying 
the  test. 

A new  cowshed  has  been  completed  on  one  farm 
during  the  year,  and  various  small  alterations  carried  out 
at  of  hers. 

One  farmer  only  has  availed  himself  of  the 
advantages  of  the  production  of  Accredited  Milk,  making 
in  all  three  farms  out  of  approximately  50  in  the  district, 
on  the  Roll  of  Accredited  Producers.  This  is  an  excep- 
tionally poor  proportion  in  a district  where  many  farms 
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would  require  very  few  alterations  to  satisfy  the  Licencing 
Authority.  It  would  appear  that  the  local  producers  are 
content  to  let  matters  remain  as  they  were  in  their  grand- 
fathers’ day,  instead  of  progressing  with  the  times  and 
improving  their  property,  to  giving  better  housing  con- 
ditions for  their  cattle,  with  the  consequent  improvement 
in  health,  and  better  working  facilities  for  their  staff,  in 
addition  to  selling  to  the  public  a better  (piality  of  milk. 

Bakehouses. 

Number  on  Register  19 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  41 

One  of  the  bakehouses  is  at  present  unoccupied.  One 
additional  bakehouse  has  been  added  to  the  register  during 
the  year. 

In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  report  overdue  lime- 
washing. The  practice  of  informing  occupiers  a few  days 
previously,  when  lime-washing  is  due,  appears  to  have  had 
as  good  an  effect  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Smoke  Observations. 


Number  of  Chimneys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Observations  of  30  minutes’  duration  50 


yXlbion  Mill 

No.  of 
Observations 

8 

Vlinutes 

Black  Smoke 

Minutes 

Average 

Grove  Shed 

8 

1 

2' 

.0f)2 

Rrook  Shed 

8 

7 

.875 

Spring  Mill 

• ...  7 

— 

— 

Sough  Mill 

5 



. 

Dotcliffe  Mill 

0 

1 

.IGG 

Victoria  Mill 

8 

— 

— 

50 

84 

1.103 
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Considerable  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the 
emission  of  smoke  from  mill  chimneys,  and  as  an  increased 
weight  is  put  on  with  more  looms  running,  and  kept  con- 
sistent, 1 have  no  doubt  that  the  improvement  will  continue. 

No  oflicial  complaints  of  smoke  emission  have  been 
made,  but  it  has  been  found  necessary,  on  a few  occasions, 
to  interview  Firemen  for  excessive  smoke,  when  timed 
observations  were  not  taken.  In  all  cases,  some  Ijreak- 
down  in  machinery  was  observed,  and  no  trouble  has  been 
fo'und  when  the  faults  were  rectified. 

Prejnises  and  Occupations  Controlled  by 
Byelaws  and  Regulations. 

Number  on  Register,  31st  December,  1937  : — 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers 2 

Fish  Fryers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sixteen  inspections  were  made  of  the  above  premises. 
The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  was  found  to  be  good, 
and  the  l)usinesses  carried  on  as  well  as  their  nature 
allows. 


Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

There  are  none  in  the  district,  except  occasionally  on 
the  “ Fair  Ground.”  Two  caravans  visited  during  the 
year,  both  were  inspected,  and  one  was  not  in  a satis- 
factory state  of  cleanliness,  but  was  remedied  on  a warning 
issued  to  the  owner. 

finspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


Butchers’  Shops  ... 
Public  Slaughterhouse 


11 

1 
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Private  Slaughterhouses : — 

Licenced 1 

Registered  2 

Two  of  the  Butchers’  Shops  also  sell  imported  meat, 
whilst  one  sells  only  pork. 

Slaughterhouses  were  lime-washed  four  times  during 
the  year,  and  at  all  times  kept  in  a sanitary  condition. 


Meat  Inspected. 

Beasts  

Sheep  

I'igs  

Calves  


229 

1,081 

154 

1 


1 ,465 


Unsound  Food. 


Beef 

: Nephritis 

Mastitis 

p]mphysema 

Tuberculosis 

1 ^ 

Cirrhosis 

Sheep  : Verminous  hoose 

Hydatid  Cysts  ... 

Pig  : 

Tuberculosis 

Injury  

y > 

Dropsy  

Ihs. 

3 

9 

5 

855 

140 

1 

1 

132 

68 

120 


1,334 
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The  al)()VG  was  all  surrendered  prior  to  being  exposed 
for  sale,  and  was  burnt  at  the  Council’s  destructor. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

Advice  and  assistance  is  given  at  all  times  to  persons 
comj)laining  of  rats  or  mice  on  their  premises. 

During  National  Hat  Week,  the  same  procedure  as  in 
})revious  years  was  cari'ied  out. 


Number  of  Factories  and  Workshops  on  the  Register 

ai  the  End  of  the  Year. 


Cotton  Manufacturers  ... 
Builders  and  Joiners 
Laundries  ... 

Printers 

Saddlers 

doggers  and  Shoemakers 
Milliners  and  Dressmakers 

Tailors  

Plumbers 

engineers  and  Smiths  ... 
Alarine  Stores 
Bakehouses  


14 

C) 

1 

9 

1 

7 

1 

o 

o 

9 

2 

19 


66 
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Forty-six  visits  were  made  to  these  premises,  excluding 
visits  made  to  Bakehouses,  which  have  been  referred  to 
previously.  The  list  of  defects  found  are  set  out  in  the 
Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  accord  my  best  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  the 
Officials,  who  have  assisted  me  during  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain. 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


H.  PIATOUGH, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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